
BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 

No doubt many of our sisters, as well 
is others, are interested in the distribu- 
tion of tracts. For want of enough origi- 
nal matter to fill the S. S. C. E. page we 
print the following article selected from 

the Christian Alliance on 

TRACTS, AND   HOW TO USE THEM. 

There are five classes of people who 
can use tracts to advantage. 

First, ministers.    Some ministers make 
constant  use of   tracts  in their pastoral 
work.    They open the way for conversa- 
tion, and  oftentimes they are better than 
words, for some times a soul in exercise 
will quarrel  with  the   one talking to him, 
but you cannot quarrel with a tract.    It 
never gets out of patience, never answers 
back, and it sticks to what  it has said. 
Into many places where a Christian could 
not enter, a tract may gain entrance and 
speak a word for Christ.    Busy   house- 
wives appreciate such a leaflet as "Helps 
for   Worried   Week-Day   Life."    Hearts 
that are breaking are comforted by "The 
Solitary Way," and  boys and girls think 
more of a minister who occasionally put 
into their hands some helpful tract adapt- 
ed to their condition.    Other pastors use 
tracts   to    supplement   their   preaching. 
For instance, if   the  sermon is on prayer 
or   conversation, a   leaflet   on   the   same 
theme   is   given   to    each    person' as  he 
passes out  of church.    The tract recalls 
the sermon, and   deepens the impression 
made.     A  judicious use of the right kind 
of tracts may be made a mighty factor in 
promoting a revival.     Have   a tract com- 
mittee in your church whose business it is 
to look up the best things that are print- 
ed, and supply 'hem to your people at a 
low  price,  and in a short time you will 
have half your church preaching the gos- 

pel in this quiet way. 
Another  class  of people who ought  to 

use   tracts is   housekeepers.     Have them 
on the parlor table,  so that   callers may 
read them while waiting.    There   is time 
enough for a person to   get   converted 
while a lady  is finishing her toilet, and 
time enough   to   backslide,    too,   before 
some people   get down   to   the   parlor. 
Place them in your guest chamber so that 
your friends  will  have something to turn 
their thoughts toward the   Blessed One. 
White Cross tracts will do your boys and 
girls no harm, and even Bridget may ab- 
sorb a good deal of the gospel through an 
innocent little leaflet.    Give them to the 
butcher and market man, always accom- 
panied with  a  kind  word and a prayer, 
and God will not fail to bless them. 

The third is business men.    I know of 
. some who use them constantly, passing 
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them out as they pay their bills, or en 

closing them in packages. Ticket agents 

give them out with tickets. One agent 

says that twenty persons wrote to him 
that they had been converted by the 
tracts he had given them. I remember a 
business man who said to me, "I am a 
timid man and cannot speak in meeting, 
but if you will buy some good literat«re>I 
will pay for it, and enclose it with our 
packages of goods." He dealt largely 
with fishing vessels, and thus he "cast his 
bread upon the waters." Recently I read 
of a drummer who stopped in St. Louis 
and called on a merchant to sell him some 
diamonds. The merchant said, "I do 
not need any more diamonds." "Never 
mind," said the drummer, "I am going 
to show you my goods, if you have no 
objections." He opened his case, and 
exhibited his wares so attractively that in 
a short time he sold the man a bill of 
goods in spite of himself. Then closing 
up his samples, he said, "Now I have 
something to show you better than all 
these. Here is something very choice ; 
it is the pearl of great price. And pulling 
out a little pocket Bible, he said, ''Are 
you a Christian, my friend?" And then 
for a few moments, he talked Jesus Christ 
to him in the same earnest way he had 
talked of diamonds before. Mix religion 
with your business, friends. Let the two 
go hand in hand. I believe in doing as 
did the blacksmith in southern Vermont, 
who after he was converted was asked to 
shoe a horse on Sunday. "No sir !" said 
he. "I'm a Christian now. and I do not 
work on Sunday." The man met him 
with an oath, but he replied, "Hold on 
friend ! you can't swear in this place. I 
want you to understand that this is a 
gospel shop." So should we maintain a 
Christian atmosphere in every place which 
we control) and not allowing anything to 
be said or done there which would dis- 

please our Master. 

The fourth class consists of teachers in 
our high schools ami    academies.     God 
has laid upon you a  great responsibility. 
As a companion of youth, you have an in- 
fluence second to none in the community. 
Granted that the special work for which 
you are employed is to educate the mind; 
still, is it not your duty also to lead them 
into the realms of  spiritual knowledge, 
and above all, to introduce them   to the 

' Great Teacher, who said, "Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me ;    .    .    .    and 
ye  shall   find rest unto your souls."    We 
all know that young people do not like to 
have religion thrust upon them continual- 
ly,   but   they do, without exception, ad- 
mire   a   manly   Christian  character, and 
they appreciate a loving interest in their 

welfare, and an occasional earnest word 
upon the subject. 

Those who cannot talk freely with their 
pupils, can at least put into their hands 
the wise words of others, and who can es- 
timate the good that would be done by 
occasionally giving to each pupil a choice 
leaflet on some vital subject. Old fash- 
ioned tracts will not do for boys. They 
need something which sets forth in a terse 
and manly way, the attractions of the 
Christian life, and the dangers which be- 
set the pathway of youth. 

The last class which I wish to speak to, 
embraces all who were not included in the 
other four classes. Tract work which I 
speak of is one which everybody can en- 
gage* in. This is everybody's mission. 
Here is something which all can do, old 
and young, rich and poor. It is a busi- 
ness that does not require much time or 
capital, but it does require tact and pray- 
erfulness, and an earnest desire to be 
used of God. Timid people can in this 
way, "hold forth the word of life." Al- 
ways make yourself familiar with what 
you distribute, in order that you may be- 
stow them wisely, and remember that if 
you trust Him, the Holy Spirit will guide 
you in every detail of the woik. 

Strong natures, as well as weak ones, 
have other peculiar temptations. As a 
usual thing, they are too confident of the 
sufficiency of their own resources and too 
much inclined to look with a feeling akin 
to contempt on timid and hesitating souls. 
Oftentimes they are inclined to use force 
where force is not of the slightest avail. 
Opposition makes them resentful, and 
even delay makes them fretful. The grace 
which they most need is a never-failing 
patience.—Nashville Christian Advocate. 

Among the specimens from the coal 
mines in a museum you will find slabs up- 
on the tiniest fronds of ferns, that grew 
nobody knows how many milleniums since, 
are preserved forever. Our lives, when 
the last blow of the hammer lays them 
open, will in like manner, bear the im- 
press of the minutest filament of every 
deed that we have ever done.—Maclaren. 

Why is it ordained for man that he 
shall walk, all through the course of life, 
in patience and strife, and sometimes in 
darkness? Because from patience is to 
come perfection. Because from the dark 
cloud is to come the lightning flash which 
opens the way to eternity. 

My answer to the question, "How I 
was educated," ends where it began, "I 
had the right mother."— TimothyDwight. 


